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To the worshipfull Ar- 
thur * 
Marchaunt venturer, his 


ſernante and dayly ozatour 


worde. Democritus Was de⸗ 
maunded of a frend, what 
was the chiefeſte beſte a⸗ 
mongeſte men in all t he 
woꝛlde, verely (quoth he) 
J. ij. a 


The Epiſtle. *. 
a pacient man in milerie. 
The other replying, and 
demaunding the cauſe of 
that his aſſertion, he an⸗ 


he is not in miſerte at all, 
oꝛ elſe armed moſt ſtrong⸗ 
ly and ſarely agaynſte all 
aduerſities what ſo euer 
they be, that ſhall happen 


vuto him. By pactence,: 


 ſayth he, of a thouſande 
euilles he is not et all any 
whit moleſted. axagoras 
the Dhiloſopher, boꝛne of 
a noble ſtocke, and ſonne 
to Eubullus, who in Philo⸗ 


ſophie 


ſwered and ſayde: eyther 


— 
TD —ä —ę — — — 
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| The Epiſtle. 
ſophte dyd exteede, ſayeth 
that hehimſelf could find 
nothing moze excellent in 
war, than this one thing, 
that is, a Douldier to be 
hardy, and alſo chiefely a- 
boue all other things, the 
ſame to be like wiſe truſtie 
And patient to indure tra⸗ 
kind ot miſeries that ſhall 
phappen o befall vnto him 
inthat contlicte ot᷑war in 
which he then is eonner- 
ſaunte. Alexander I meane 
the great, hauing made 
war againſt the Perſiang 


and of the had made gret 
laughter, the king of Per 
ſia being of a noble coꝛage 
bolde, ſtoute, pacient an 
hardy, hauing taken a ca 
ſtle oꝛ hold foꝛ his defence, 
t beeing in tyme bꝛought 
in lubiection to the Mace: 
donmans, was demaunded 
of Alexander in What pont 
he ſawe himſelke not to be 
ouercome, to whome the 
Ving of Perſia anſwered 
on this wile: Sir king, in 
no point at all am Jouer⸗ 
come. Alexander hering him 


 ſayeſo, demaunded if he 
had 


The Epiſtle. 
had not loſt both friends, 
cũtries, caſtles, townes, 


all thinges elſe, ves verily 
(quoth he) ꝭ vet am Jnot 
ouercoe : fo: though they 
al be gone, yet can J with 
pactence beare the loſſe of 
the ſame. Oh greate was 
the paciente of this King, 
pet verily nothing in tom⸗ 
pariſon ot his, whome J 
haue taken to wꝛite vpon. 
Therefoꝛe J deeming no⸗ 
thing moꝛe kyt foꝛ a good 
nature than to ſet foꝛth ſo 
notable a fact of pactience, 
as this was, haue at the 
L. iiij. re 


R_— 


The Epiſile 
requeſt of a ſpectall fritud 
of mine, dzawen the ſame 
thoughrudely yet Hoping 
not without ſome pꝛofite, 
eytherofmyſelf,o2 ofſom 
other . And bicauſe that 
to euery caſtle, towne, ci⸗ 
tie, woꝛke oꝛ woꝛkeman⸗ 
ſhippe, there belongeth de 
fence: and knowing that 
defence canne not be made 
wythout ſoine one defen ! 
der, J am ſo bolde (conſy- 
dering mine owne weake⸗ 
neſle)to dedicate this my 
{imple Wozke vnto youre: 


Woꝛſhip, that your wile⸗ 


dome 


| mo2etn pzoſecutingofthe 


The Epiſtle. 
dome maybeethedefence 
thereofagaynfitheranco? 
rous Zotitctes, Whicheat 
all tymes from the begin⸗ 
ning haue bene readie to 
b:eathe the fylth of their 
cancred ſtomackes vpon 
thoſe moſt famous woꝛks 
of the erceflenteſt clearkes 
that euer were, whole bo- 
nes Jam not wozthye to 
beare, knowing likewyſe 
that if thoſe went not fre, 
mine can not. Therkoꝛe J 


hoping of your Wo:ſhips 


defence, am boldened the 


ſame. 


The Epiſtle. 
ſame. Thus truſting to 
your goodneſſe, J end, de⸗ 
firing God to mayntayne 
vour eſtate, and ſende vou 
long life and good health, 
to his pleaſure and your 
heartes deſire. - 


| Your humble ſeruaunt, 
lohn Partridge. 


To the Reader. 


| ],Ctp pacience ſncreaſe bp kinde, 
within thy dolefpll bzcaſtt 

Let that ſwete dame within thy bolnze, | 
haue hir abyding nealt. 

Conſider, diewe and bnderſfande, 

what liquoz doch deſcende ; 

Out of hir wellcs, from perils great, 
the ſame will ther defende, 

The ffinking bande of fowle diſpaire, 

thy fate ſhall not moleſt: 

Ne ſlaughter in thy aces ſhall not, 
to ſtrike be ready pʒeit 

Foz Socrates — 
no other gab to 
Than woꝛapt in hog and pinching cares, 

a pacientone ta ſe. 

Che lainas haue ſhelved what patience is, 
holue pzecious in Gods light : 

In ſfoꝛies we may reade and finde, 

how much they did delight, 

| Foz to be founde in miſeries, 
in pacience to dwell: 

NA hereof to bs this ſfozy doth 
molt plapnely ſhewe and tell. 


ne declare, 


| 


TU hae 


TothcReader. 


What pacience had Iob J finde, 

ſach pacſence is rare: 

A chouſand Partirs J with him, 
map berp well compare. 

EU hat was the patience of thoſe, 
whome flaſhing firy flames : 

Bereft of |'fe, pet coulde it not, 
at all ertinc their fames. | 

Fo: fame ſoꝛ god deſert doth reff, 
behinde though they be gone: 

Bicauſe we might purſue the like, 
and oft thinke thcrypon. 

Therefo:e let bs purſue the ſame, 

and then wr ſhal be ſire ; 

Foz to poſſeſſe that glozions crowne, 
that laffes and ſh ti endure, 


After that earth,vra hirdes and 
hall be conſumed tonought : 


Mhich crowne to bs © Loꝛd do graynt, 
that with thy bloud bs bonght, _. 
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the Booke. 


x Earnehere thou ſhalt one God molt hia 
To rule the heauens the earth and all: 
| The Sunne, the Ponc, the ſtarry Skie, 
|Sublec to be vnto his call. 
Of patience likewiſe reade thou ſhalt, + 
Mhicd is a gift of all moſt pure: 
Aboue the rcff J the enſure. 


Gods pꝛouidente here thou ſhalt knowe, 
Hts great god will J doe declare: 

His mighty foꝛce J playne doe ſhowe, 
Neade on therfo:c and doe not ſpare. 
Though that my (kill be very bare, 
Pet fruite hereby well take you map: 
If it coreade pon wil eſſap, 


Jn whome to put thy truſt be bolde, 
In whome to lop here thou mapſt ſæ: 
A treaſure paſſing any goloc, 
Oꝛ p2ecious ones what that they be. 
The ſame J doe declare to the, 
To reade me thcrefoze take ſome yr wne 
And that A count my authozs * 
are 
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My autho: hath abꝛode me ſent: 


I paſſe not foꝛ all crabbcd crakes, 
Chat Zoilus to make is bent. C 
Fa2 all fo: pou mp authoz meant, 

hen that in hand his pen he coke ; 
And oat this fozte firſt did lone. 


Patienter fo nds qua my - 
1471 non poſiunt 


The noble Hiſtory of Plaſidas. 


COmetyme in Romane lande there was, 
ga hung ol noble fame: 

Who was full faire in — 
and Trayan had to name. 


TU bo vnder him ol luſty Knightes, 
did kæpe a comely trapne: 
And ouer them he popated bach, 
one knight as Caplitaine. 
This knight to name had Plaſidat, 
one whome the king did ue: 
Fo: martiall feates that in this mae 
did ſhine the reſt abone. 
of ſhape boch faire and trun: 
Of loutng minde,of gladſqme heart 
and truſty vnto him 
By het he had two childzcn fayze, 
ſurmounting Pheebus bzight z -- * 
Mho fo2 their manlp courage font, 
compare with hun they might. 
Che pꝛouerbe olde is berifted, 
- bpon thcſe babies twains: 
Sy ſplendent courage they allap, 
their honoures to maintane. 
Aj, The 


The noble Hiſtory 

to runne a happy raſe: a 

The manly childꝛen parent like, 
do followe on apace. | 

And ſckes fo2 to obtapne the crowne, 
of honour and of pꝛapſe: 

Thich to atchicue the noble hearts, a 
indenour ſtill alwapes. 

They ſpende their tyme with (op and bl | ; 
their labour they implop: 

Accoꝛding fo their parentes mindes, c 
their hope and perlca toy. 

Such bokes theſe babes did learn to reade 2 
as pꝛeſent tyme did gine : 

UThich might their tender yearto trade vy 2 
in Pametrie to ne. 

Thus thep in whom all tenderneCe, 2 
of age did ſetll remaine: 

ZUere taught the labour tedious, D 
of ſtudy to ſfuffaine. | 

The parentes ene imploy their dayes, | A 
god learning to artaine: 


And now and then they finde paſtime, 
their grietes foz to reffraine. 


| of Plaſiday 
Sometime on hunting be doth ride; 
ſometyme to Chellc they goe: 
— 
— — 
This was the vie of Pla 

— icrveng 
Chis ved ehe his childzen deare, 

O bleſſcdhappp fats. 
Che ſtoꝛmy winter dapes hath leff, 

with milly cloudes to well: 


and Pherbus baight appointcd is, 
moꝛe ncarcr bs to dwell. 


And Eolus no pleaſure takes, 
to dim the ayꝛe with cloudes: 
And Phorbus nowe is quite deuoide, 
of fogges his beames that ſhzowdes, 
Chen doth Aurora leaue the bed 
of Titan,and doth bzing : 
Some iopes to men, 5 wiſhed cap. _ . - 
beholding once to ſpzing. 
And trees and hearbes with jopfullhears, 
do ſhew their pleaſaunt hew : 
And nights in Fozrcffs bende their foxce 
the Bucke fvz to ſubdew. 
A.t}. Then 


— 


of Plaſidas. . 


But as he was addicted ſoꝛe, 
the Bucke with ſozce to take: 
his ſeruaumt did him make, 

And out from cloudes he called to him, 

his Idolles to deteſt: 

Mbich by and bp fel in a ſwoune, 
and ſo he left the beat. 

Chen there he layde his ſpꝛangling cozps, 

almoſt denopde of bꝛeath: 

Jam thy God then ſayd the A 02d, 

which bought ther with my death, 

My berp bloud doth iuſtifie, 
in me thou haſt thy life: 

Go wende in halt che Lode can ſap, 

conuert thy Þeathen wife. 

Thy chiaenede lee theymbe tought, 

one God tg honour pure 

Then hen mp —— 

hereof thou may he ſure. 

Where thou ſhalt live eternally, 
if thou this life detelk ; 

| |Andſhale & hou fight mantully, 

nne 


a " 


The noble Hiſtory © 
Ariſe therfoꝛe go wende in half, 


this life is but as graſſe: 


Co day full fatre(btr gliſtring hein. 
to moꝛow quite is paff, | | 


Thoſe ſtocks 4 Tones the whtch thou doe 


as Coddes ado:ne with pzapſe ; 
Are in mp ſight 3dolatrous, 
the reſoꝛc eſchewe thoſe wapes, 
A: iſe J ſap and get ther hence, 
make haſt chee to baptiſe : 
And ſer thou do tonuert thy wife, 
J ſayin any wiſe. i BH 
A alled ſoze with frare and dꝛeade, 
the unight (fraight wayes did ſay: 
Vaue mertp L 02d, and me fozgiue, 
J hartlp To the pꝛap. 
Stand bp thou knight then fapd the Lozd, 
thy ſinnes remitted be: 
Da thou not feare fo2 Sathan will, 
the plagne with miſery. \o_ 
Chen vdowne he ſat with fretched handes 
to God he gaue the pꝛayſe: 
And (ayde, to thee that ſittes on bye, 
bc honour dacalwayes. = 


That 


a> Aa 


of Plaſidas. 


t halt bonchlafe this day to call, 
1 — gone aſtrap: 
Euen as a ſhepe by foꝛtune ffraped, 
out of the herde awap, 
—_m 

tan : 
and eke my God,and the prope, 
thou kepeſt true and tuff. 
No part thereof thou violate ix, 
thou art both Cod and man: 
Theſe ſtockes, theſc ones be Pinels pil, 
do bs no — — tan. 
alan g aer, w. 
_— of carth dal wought. 
J do confeſſe my heanenly king, 
that no god is in me: 


t the goonelle which J haue, 
gy ts — 


ESithour he yrace anvgume;y 
. nodbapar / 

t that J ſhould be ouerth;zowen, 
1 decay. 


Tit - 
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But thou O God art mp defence, 
mp aide, my hope, and truſt: 
Thou art my king, mp Cod,mpL 02d, 
mp ſauiour true and iuſt. 
O Lo2d J know that Sathan will, 
with cares mp ſoule moleſt: 
But thon O TL a2d in pacience, 
defende mp earefull baeſt. 
Let me with pacience ſtill abide, 
thy graciqus lapſure god: 
Andgraunt alſo to me full hope, 
in thy moſt pzecious bloud. 
That what ſo euer illes do hap, 
bnto thy ſeruaunt here: 
With willing minde the burden huge, 
with pacience J may bere. 
Graunt alſo that diſpayze do not, 
moleſt my quiet ſtate: 
Ne that J ſhould in any wile, 
incurre thy heauy hate. 
But giue me Lo2d a minde alwapes, 
obedient fo2 to be: 
Uinto thy heit, and to ſubmit 


my will alwapes to the, 


of Plaſids. 


So ſhall Jbe amof nem, 
ingraffed in the trie: 
Of lining dapes,and at the laf, 
allen euer raigne with ther. 
Co whome be pꝛayſt «crnally, 
both now and ener moze ; 
One onely God though perſons thze, 
as J haue ſapd befoze, 
Chen at the laſt this noble knight, 
from Fo:ref made return: 
And thought within his hunting race, 
no longer to ſoidurne. 
But — he commes in poſting wtle, 
The knightes they after hye: 
And ſome the chaſe will follow on, 
the ende thercof to trpe. 
The mjghty Buckes lye dead on launde. 
the Palfrapes they do ſ\weate : 
And from theit frothy mouthes they bꝛeath 
the in ward partching heate. 
Now here now thete with launec in hand, 
the marſhall knightcs do runne ; 
And at the laſt they haue efpyed, 
bow Plaſidas did como. 


From 
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from e 
beſet with many * 


zAithheauy chere mnch ks vas; 
a man in miſerte. 
Vl hen they perrepurd well that he, 
with ſozrow was intra: 
The m iiſt d much, pet ol that hapte, 
thep notbing did ſuſpec. 
Then home . go and ſome doe lade, 
the p229 that they haue lame: 
Aud other ſome fo2 their repaſſes, 
in Foꝛceſtes da remaine. 
At l-r:gth Plaſidas doth xis, 
vcfo:2 his Cal le gate: | 
Vis wife to welrome home dir Lous, 
is ceady ſane thereat. 
From gate to ill they do aſcende, 
and there the bourdes be ſpꝛed: 
Lye ſunne is downe, and time it is, 
fa: men to goe fo bed. 
Lhe chamberlapnes the bed downe lay, 
and fier in chamber make : 
And nowe Plaſidas he is come, 
his cozpozall rt to take, 


| Lillthar the toppe of one great hill, 


of Plaſidas. 
When he in bed had layne a while, 
great griefes he did ſuſfapne : 
And ſo at length his minde co bzeake, 
he purpoleth certaine. 
At length bis wife percepning that, 
no reit her Pate could finde: 
She did pzocute bim fo: to ſhewe, 
what dꝛeade was in his minde. 
At length he ſayde, oh loutng mate, 
the cauſe fith thou wouldeff know: 
Ol cheſe mp cares ſo huge and fcll, 
to the them J will Ho're. 
This dap(quoth he)as J ab:ode 
in Foꝛreſt thicke did ranne : 
A mighty Bucke his ract to take, 
befoze me hath begunne. 
At whom J ſuod with all mp mighe, 
and fo:ce that I could make: 
At length the Bucke fo; his defence, 
thedcnſid wodes doth take. 


And there the Bucke J do purſuo, 
on loftte Rode amaine: 


eee. 


Anz 
0 
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And there from out the ſkpes did bzeake, 
a vopce like thanders crp : 
Fo: feare wherofalmof mp bzcath, 
to Skyes a'wap did fly. 
Nuoth he J am thy very Cod, 
ne made but being Mill ; 
Both heauen and earth, pca Skpes and al 
obepes vnto mp will. 
A made them all, and thee O man, 
as Loꝛde of earth to be: 
The fiche, the foules, che birdes the beaff, 
ſhall all obey to the. 
And foz the lone which 3 the bare, 
my Jmage J the made : 
A lining ſoule the life wherof, 
awap ſhall neuer fade. 
Thus art thou now mp Jmage pare, 
and J thy Lo2de and king: 
Thou art the ſhepe whom J do loue, 
abone all earthlp thing. 
By this mp lone J did declare, 
when thou walt btterly ; 
Condemned fo: thy 
eternally to dye. 


o 


| 


of Plaſidas. 


J loved thee ſo that J did take, 
a ſeruaunts ſhape on me : 
| Foz tobeſlaineenen as a ſhepe, 
at Sacrifice we ſee. - 
And thou vnkinde fozgetting quite, 
what J foz thee haue done: | 
Haſt made ther Coddes, and of vile carb, 
a God is now become. 
yer J bicaufe I tender ther, 
And rewe thp heaup fall : 
Uouchſafe againe ther to the folde, 
once moze from ſine to call. 
Repent thereſdꝛe and learne to knolve, 
thy Cod, tho Lozd, and dung: 
$0 ſhalt thou wir dim eterne hue, 
where Angels holy ling. 
Fozſake thy Jdolles and become, 
a Ch:iſtian now at lait: 


And Jle remitte and quite fozgine, 
fozepaſle. 
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O Lo2d(quoth J)if Sathan do, 
with care mp cozps moleſf z 

Be thou mp apde, let pactence till, 

abide within mp bzcf, 

Do thou defende our ſintull cozps, 
O Lode we the deſire : 

That bp thy death bnto the crowne 
of lite we may allpire, 

Then ſapd the Lode with troubles grodt; 
Sathan ſhall ther anopt: 

Bp fraude in frendlhip ſuch as ert, 

with ther were wont to tope. 

And ſpeahe ther faire, with cap and kne, 
at eue ty woꝛde do make: 

Now in thp fall and miſerir, 
their llattering leaues ſhall cake. 

And not content with x apling voice, 
rep2ochfull wozdes to 7 

But che are bent to ſpople thy Tent, - 

thy godes to beart a wap. 

TU hich thou ſhalt by my grace diuine, 
with pactence beare thy loſle ; 

And at the length when J ſe tune, 
Ile take away this croſſe, 


And 
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And will againe in fozmer face; 
ther place wich oy and bleſſe : 
Uich double foide;and ſhalt againe 
poſſeſſe th loft rycheſſe. | 
Then downe J fell in ſwountng there, 
— — 
Mb Lozd thy ſeruaunt . 
hap me what will betide. 
Theſe were the wozdes when ſacred tors, 
of mountaines great and tall: 
Ve lcft, D Plaſidas go home, 
thy wife ſe that thou call. 
Chen ſapd his wife, mp louing Lozd, 
© Plaſidas ſo true: 
He is the God of heauen and carth, 
that did appeare to pou, 
Foz peſter night as J did lpe, 
— — be, 
Me thought befoze me one moi 
in chamber J did finde. 
Appalled ſoꝛe twirt feare and decade, 
At length to me he ſpane: 
And ſapd,© The. pis from depe, 
and dzoulineſle awake, 


The noble Hiſtory 
Co mo2row ſhall thy huſbande dere, 


what J am well perceaue: 
Jam thy Chuit and went his wap, 
and thus he toke his leaue. | 
This ſoꝛ to ſhewe mp loning Lozd, 
JF dutſt no whit to thee : 
Leaff — thou might haue * 
in me ſome inmrp. 
But now J knowe and well 
that that was Chal in dade: 
He is of God coegnall mate, 
and eke of Dauids ſcede. 
To him ther kee with thaukes giuing, 
on Flutes and Pypes full ſhꝛill: 
Our Sacrifices bnto him, 
on Aultars will we kill. 
This is the Pzophet which to bs, 
full long was pzophected : 
Chis is the very ſonne of him, 
who Starres in Saves doth guide. 
Therefoze my Loꝛd if that ther picaſe, 
of baptiſme let bs take: | 
The ſacrament, and then let bs, 
our Country ſople fo:lake. 


» 


Then 


of Plaſidas; 


Then ſapd the knight,faire dame at hand, 
doth reit a clarke of fame: 
A Piniſter of ſacred rightes, 
who Buno hath coname, 
| A comelp man, of fapth moit pure, 
to him (fratght we will wende: 
Fo! rightes of Baptiſme to recepue, 
J berilp do pꝛetend. 
Our childꝛen eke he baptiſe ſhall, 
accoꝛding vnto right: 
And thus to him they went in halt, 
in middeſt of the night. | 
And when they baptiſme had recepued, 
as now the maner is: 
Plaſidas, Euſtas had to name, 
his wiſe is Theapis. 
Dis childꝛen eke whom nature made, 
of beautp paſſing faire: 
Were tender ones, thone Agapite, 
Theoſpite was the heyꝛe. | 
Thus baptiſme done vnto their houſe, 
1 agayne they do repalre : 
And there in peace a while they line, 
both honeſtly and faire. 
13.j. At 
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At length the urdy bopſfrous blaſts, 


of Sathan gins to roze : 
Euen as the water from a hyll, 


02 as a mpghtp Boze. 
M hich of ſome wtght recepued hath, 
a wound both huge and great : 
©: as the flaſhing waues of floudes, 
that craggie rockes doth beate. | 
With harling here and there hir freamcs, 
indenoꝛing fo2 to weare : 
The ragged bankes which of their floudes, 
the crabbpd rage doth beare, 
Puch like vnto a battaple made, 
a Citie foz to get: 
And munition with burning ſkrokes, 
to ſacke the walles is ſct. 
And bꝛeach is made, and houſes burne, 
and ſouldiers nowe beginne: 
Fo: (op of ſpople, by vitall bꝛeath 
not fo2 to ſet a pinne. 
O2 elſe when as a Lion great, 
doth range with angry mode: | 
With hungrie chawes amid the wods, 
doth leeke to haue his fode, a 
nd 


s 


„ And cke when that his fapned friendes, 


nd 
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And he that firit within his light, 
appcares that he may ſe: : 

With gaſping mouth on him he runnes, 

dcuoured ſoz to bee, 

So Dathan now in rozing wile, 

on Plaſidas doth runne: 

His ſherpe and cattell foz co flap, 


already hath begunne. 
Then Plaſidas to pouertie, 


is bꝛought the ready wap: 


percepued his decap, | 

They runne his houſe to ſpople and ſacke, 
his godes they beare awap: 

Euen thoſe whome he had fraſted earff, 
befoze his great decay. 

Theſe pamperrd chur les that ſit all dap, 
at tables daynt ie fed: 

M ho by all miſchieuous crabbed guiles, 
with ſtinking heart is led. 


| Mhome neyther loue ne hate can dꝛiue, 


from out the Caſtell doꝛe: 
Thep learned have ſo fo; to rowe, 


with che Athenten _w 
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I may ſach perſones well compare, 
vnto a pype 02 tonne: 


in which there is poyſon. 
Foꝛ they themſelucs ſo beautiſle, 

their wo:des in in warde ſhowe: 
But poyſon much is hyd therein, 

as after wardes we knowe. 
Thus Plaſidas from great renoume, 
to pouertie is bought : 
And where he was a ropall kmght, 
nowe is he woꝛſe than nought. 


That hath god wine to outwarde light, 


Chus then when ſhame had ouertoke, 


this wozthy knight, then loc : 
In mlidff of all che darkeſome night, 

from houſe and friends they goe. 
To water ſide,and there doe wapyre, 
- whenlofty ſhip ſhall glyde: 
On foming ſeas, the winde is god, 
fo: them on ſcas to rpde. 


Thep do inquire if any ſhip, 
to countrev farre will wende: 


To whome the Mater aunſwere made, 
of 


that ſtraight they did intende, 
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Co hoyſe their ſavles and to departe, 
to Egipt in all haſt: | 

Agreed they are, thep hoyſe their ſaples, 
to layle away at laſt. 

The lande they leane, into the derpe, 
they launce with winde at will: 
Che mighty ſhippe the hollowe wanes, 

at euerp ſurge both fill. 
Che night is gone and day is come, 
wherein eche thing doth toy: 
And here the luſty fiſh begin, 
at papnted pupe to top. 
M ith fetching friſchoes here and there, 
with ſpꝛeady finne in ſca: 
And ſemeth who faſteit ſhould fwkmme, 
ſome wager foz to lay. 
They ſapled hane and now at length, 
neere Egipt they ariue : 
The Þaſlker of thc ſhip doth like, 
the beautie of the wife, 
Ot Plaſidas, and doth delight, 
his wanering wanton minde ; 
| | With rolling in his dineliſh bzapne, 
the beautie of hir „ | 
. 


She. 


Lo 
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She pleaſed hath his lothfull cycs, 
with beanties ſhining beames ; 
Fro whence ſometime did pſſue out, 
ok teares abundant ſtreames. 
Chen at the laſt when vnto land, 
they dꝛewe, and plapne did ſee : 
Che touret tops, and knewe full well, 
how far from lande they be. 
The aſter ofthe ſhip did (ap, 
von paſſangers we ſe 2 
Zhat nere to land cur ſhip is come, 
therefoze nowe rrady be. 
Fo? that pou haue pour fraught to pay, 
as due it is by right: 
Come on fir bop, launce out this boate, 
the towne is here in ſight, 
Che anker then thꝛough flaſhing floud, 
a wap doth map doth make foz holde: 
And there to rpde from daungers great, 
the Maſter is full bolde. 
The Paſter and the Partners guide, 
the cocke baate vnto lande: | 
Chen he his fraight fo2 to receive, 
he ſiretcheth fozth his hande. 


of Plaſidas, © 


pet nonght at all from Plaſidas, 3 
might hap in any wayes : | 

Fo2 all was gone, and naught was left, 
befo:e be toke the ſeas, 

Why Plaſidas the Maſter ſapd, 
thy wife Jle haue away: 

It that thou wilt not out of hand, 
my durtie to me pap. 

Then out ol bande he toke his wile, 
Plaſidas being on ſhoare: 

And ſapd, p friend thou ſhuldſt haue ſought 
thy frayght to pay befo2e, 

LTherefoze J ſay thy wife with me, 
away from hence ſhall wende: 

With whome Plaſidas all in vapne 

did labour and contende, 

Co kepe hir ill, the Palkex ſtraight, 
his Mariners bad to bing: 

Plaſidas loe in midſt of ſeas, 

by furious foꝛce to fling. 

Ho that his wilt the Palker he, 

at will might then poſſeſſe: 

Þ(s wilfyineſſe bꝛougbt him his death, 

in chende as J doe gelle, welt 

e 
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Mell Plaſidas muff nedes departe, 


whether he will o2 na: 
Fo2 monep none at all he had, 
as thcn, the frapght to pay, 
But from the ſhoarcs of ſurging (cas, 
with heauy minde doth wende: 
And fo: to liue in Egipt lande, 
he verily doth intende. 
With his two babes of tender peares, 
ſo faire in natures grace: 
The one on fathers armes hanging, 
doth followe on a pace, 
Cbe other he doth runne afo:e, 
with enery graſle to plap: 
His father merp fo2 to make, 
all mcancs he doth aſſap. 
At length wher flaſhing ſtrrames of flouds, 
the ſhoares doth cleane deuide : 
They are ariued, and there they fande, 
the maner to decide, 
How fo: to paſſe thoſe tronbleſome wanes 
fo: ne:des that wap he muſt ; 
Tinto the towne, O Foꝛtune thou 
to god men neuer iuſt, 
Whome 
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Who earſt a loft in chaire of Fate, 
was wonte in peace to ſyt: 

Js now in floudes of miſerie, 

_ thou not leaning if, 
oeſt adde moze care vnto | 
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And taking vp his pongeit ſonne, 
from dolefull ſhoares doth go. 

To thother ſide where wodes and tres, 
on fertile ground doth fande: 

He ts ariued, and there doth ſet, 

his tender childe on lande. 

And entring nowe the ruſhing wanes, 
that ſyundes with noyſe ſo ſhztll : 

He doth appꝛoch the hollow wanes, 

in myddeſt thereot to fill, 

When he in mpddeff was thereof, 

there came a Woulfe and tue: 

The tender childe who late befoze, 

was bozne oner the bzoke, - 


and 
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And bare away, but God who made, 

the heauen, the earth and all: 

Did ſo pꝛouide that once no hurt, 

vnto it ſhould befall. 

He ſcring then his childe was gone, 
with  dolefull minde he cride : 

Oh wicked wzetch and miſer vile, 

what ſhall of me betide z 

And comming nowe to the other ſide, 
his eldeſt ſonne to catch: 

A Lion huge from wad doth come, 
and thother vp doth ſnatch. (wap, 

Which ſtraight doth trudge from thence as 
bnto the wood agapne : 

A heaup ſight foz Plaſidas, 
in this his dolefull papne. 

But Plaſidas poze ſoule doth ſtriue, 

his childe to get agapne: 
laboureth all in vapne. 

When that he ſawe no helpe there was, 
god Loꝛde he doth lament: 

But mighty God the childe to lane, 
bath reſcue ready ſent, 


The 
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The countrep men that were as then, 
a plowing in the fielde : 
The heard men cke that ſhepe didkepe, 
did ſtand and all behelde, 
Where as a Lion huge did runne, 
and eke with him did beare : 
A manly childe, and loked as though, 
in pieces he would trare. 
Then out they ſent their hungry dogs, 
the Lion to ouertake. 
And ſo at length the Lion he, 
, the childe did quite foꝛſake. 
4 | The Moulle like wiſe to beare the childe, 
already hach begunne : 
Though mpdit of the plow men there, 
and they at him do runne 
With battes and ſfanes, the p;ape he left, 
and there the childe they ſounde: 
A comelp wight, no hurt he had, 
1But was both whole and ſounde. 
The plowe men and the heard men both, 
. are iopous of this thing: 
That chaunced hath, and to the towne, 
the childꝛen both they bzing, * 
| e 
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ere they declare how that they toke, 

theſe tender babes of age: 

From beaſts ful ficrce, i how they bꝛought 
them home to their village. 

Theſe men they were both of one towne, 
and ſet the babes to ſchole : 

Co learne ſuch things as after they, 
thereby their life might rule. 

Nowe leaue we here a while and ſap, 
and let vs furder heare: 

Ok Dlaſidas how he doth range, 
in dolefull heaup cheare. 

He palled is the watrie ſtreames, 

of chat vnhappp ſhoare : 

With ſobbes and teares his cares x ſmart, 

increaſeth moꝛe and moe. 

And then at laſt vpon the ground, 

pꝛoſtrate on face he lies: 

Hue mercy Loꝛd on me vile wzetch, 

continually he cries. 

Chou god that madeſt both heauen t erth, 
the ſca and eke cche thing: 


— Which al the windes from out their canes, 
and hollowe rockes doſt bung. 
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Chat madeſt the woꝛld and eke eche beaff, 
that liueth now therein: 

Who makeſf poze, and cke doſff cauſe, 
of poze to ryle a King. | 

Who made the Dea, the fiſh, the foule, 
that flies vnder the Skies: 

Who rules the very iabes of beaſfes, 
in whome all fo:ce now lies. | 

M ho placed firff the heauenly thzone, | 

of thy God head dinine:; 

Who eke hath made within the wozld, 

both houres,dayes and time. 

Thou that didſt make the firmament, 
with Stars ſhining lo b2ight : 

Thou that foz tap didit make the Sunne, 
mens ſteps to guide aright, 

Chou that haſt made the plancts ſeauen, 
in ſpheares to runne their race: 

Thou that nert to the croked Mone, 

the burning flame doeſt place. 


And next to it a vacant place, 


where aire doth all abounde : 
The water che which compaſſe doth, 
the heaup maſſlue grounde. 


That 


wa 
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Chat haſt to man ſuch power gſucn, 
thy noble woꝛkes co knowe : 


And yet on him of thy god grace, 
| doſt daply mo:e beſtowe. 


Graunt vnto me thy ſeruaunt here, 
one ſparke of thy god grace: 

Chat in this land J map now finde, 
ſome toyfull reſt ing ploce. 

Euen q chat wꝛetch who is denopde, 

of wife and childꝛen twaine : 

Oiue pacience Loꝛd, to me poze wꝛetch, 
though languiſhcd in papne. 

Haue mercy on my childꝛen deare, 

where ſo their coꝛps ſhall lie: 

Baue mercp on their parent cke, 

who lines in miſerie. 

Chis ſapde, vnto the towne he goeth, 

and ceaſleth not to wa pc: 

Foz childzen twaine, at laſt he commeth, 
in middeſt of the ſtreate. 

And there the men of that ſame towne, 
do Plaſidas deſire: 


To kepe their ſhepe, and ſo he ſhould, 
of chem recepue his hire, 
Agreed 


of Plaſidas: 


thep are, and Plaſidas, 
his ſherpe full well doth knowe : 


And now fozthwith vnto the fleldes, 
do goe. | 


his ſhepe and he 
Now leave we heare of Plaſidas, 


in ſhepheardes wede foz gapne : 


Somettme he was a noble Lode, 
but now,moze poze certapne, i 
But now we fozth will ſhewe the meane, 
how Cod did all pꝛouide: 
Foz mother and the childzen eke, 
as it may well be ſpide 
In ende, fo; loc, the fatall wzetch, 
hath his rewarde with gapne : 
His great deſire was once the cauſe, 
why that his cozps was flapne. 
Fo: when on loftp roaring wanes, 
he was with winde ac will : 

Be then in haſt would frapght aſſap, 
bis luſt foꝛ to fulfill. 
But as he would by fozce of armes, 
haue wꝛonght the derdely aue: 
The mighty God with death repayde, 

this his purpoſed face, 
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And there in ſhippe all deade he lies, 
whoſe luſt did cauſe his woe: 

The mariners lament this caſe, - 

and eke to lande they goe. 

With hir, on ſhoare to (ct, and eke 

moꝛe bictuals foz to bup: 
When winde is faire to cuntrp ſople, 
agapne that they map hye. 
And much they pzaple hir conſtancie, 
hir beautie and hir grace: 
Hir faithfulneTe vnto hir Lone, 
in this hir heauic caſe. 
Che Loꝛde they pꝛaiſe and hono: him, 
with all their might they haue: 
Chat ſo of his benignitie, 
his bleſfed flocke can ſaue. 
Chen when to ſho:e their boate was come, 
the there bir leaue doth take: 
And willingly not with chem any 
longer loiozne to make. 

Doth wende vnto a towne thereby 
intending there to lune: 
Untill that God ſhall ſe his tyme, 
hir from hir cares to meue. 


Thus 
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{Thus fiftene peares all deſolate, 
ſhe liues in widdowes rap: 
Hir honeitt lite not one there is, 
in all that towne that map 
Diſtaine. And loe it ſo befell, 
ſince Plaſidas was gone: 
Chat cnimics the Romane lande, 
do bere and warre byron. 
At whome the King enuping loze, 
doch warre on them beginne: 
But all in vaine his craucll was, 
he loſt, and nought could winne. 
Chen of his Knight god |'Lſidas 
to thinke he deth beginne: 
And wiſhing alwapes that he were, 
in Romane land with him. | 
At length che King doth ſende abzode, 
th:ough manp a place and towne: 
His luſty Anightes in haſt to ſake, 
4 of renowme. | | 
And bzing him home to Romane lande. 
where earſt he was the Knight : 
That did moſt harme bnto his fees, 
bp moztall dint of fight. 


Am 


C.. 
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And who that findes the ſame in ende, 


the king would honour giue: 
TW :th riches eke in honour great, 
all dapes of liſe to live, 
Muhin the armie of the King, 


two Unightes there were certayne: 


TW ho euer bndcr Plaſidas, 
in warres did much remapne. 
They into Egipt land do goe, 
ſome newes fo: to heare tell: 
Of Plaſidas, ànd loe they chaunce, 
in freate where he doth dwell. 
And Plaſidas from ficld doth come, 
as they were entred in: 
Then to inquire of Plaſidas, 
the K1ightes doe now begin. 
If that he knewe not one, within 
that towne that had to name: 
Plaſidas, who of chinalrte, 
did beare away the fame. 
He aunſwered thein, and ſapd fo:ſoth, 
no ſuch man J doe knowe : 
But pet he dath the Knightes deſire, 
vnto his houſlc to gore. 


And 
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And take ſuch things as he poꝛe ſoule, 
vnto them then might giue: 

Which might their weary laynting lims, 
from wrarineſſe relieue. 

With whom they went with al their harts 
and their repaſtes did take: 

With ſuch ſmall chere as he god man, 
at that time could them make. 

But when he did renolne in minde, 
the ſfare that he was in: 

Sometime with them, god Lozd therefoze, 
to weepe he doth begin. 

Then went he out from chamber where, 
the Anightes did then remame: 

To walh his face, and afterwardes, 
returne to them againe. 

But whileſt he was from them a time, 
they thought that it was he: | 

Whom they appopnted were to ſcke, 
and ſo agreed thep be, 

At his retourne fo: to demanund, * 
ſome licence and ſome leaue : 


| To ſ a wounde which ſometime he, 


in battayle did receaue. 
C. h. 
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At length he commes, and they to him, 
with gentle woꝛdes doe ſpeake: 
. Gad ſic ſayd they, much like thou arte, 
to him whome we doe ſerke. 
Cherckoꝛe of thee we do deſtre, 
tt⸗his one thing fo: to loke 
Apon thy head, fo: ſuch a wounde, 
that he in battaple tobe. 
Zhcp then behelde the wound, and knetwe, 
full well that it was he: 
No tong can then expꝛeſſe their iop, 
fulfilled ſo they be. 
Vith ſtretched armes they him embꝛace, 
deſtring him to tell: 
Where that his childꝛen are become, 
and where his wife doch dwell. 
Then aunſwcred he and ſayd his ſonnes, 
were refte of vitall breath: 
And as he thought, his wife likcwile, 
taſted of cruell death. 
And howe the alter had his wife, 
vnto the unightes he tolde: 
And how by foꝛce of armes from him, 
bis wife he did with holde. 


This 
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Chis done, in haff thzoughont the land, 
repoꝛte doth blowe this thing: 
Cbe neyghboures then do haſt vnto, 
Plaſidas poꝛe lodging. 
With maruelling, much like bnto 
a ſwarme of bas they goe : 
About thc houſe and there the knightes, 
their meſſage foꝛth do ſhe w. 
And then they rap fir Plaſidas, 
with veſtementes o/ pzice : | 
Chen from their ſcates to walke a while, 
the luſty an/ghtes ariſe. 
Jn haſt they leaue that iopfull ſople, 
and home warde do they wende: 
They are arined in Romane lande, 
ere fp:tenc dapes wert ende. 
The Empcrour then when that he heard, 
that Euſtas was at hande : 
; Doth io that Cod hath ſent this Knight, 
agapne vnto his lande. 
Now Trayan he doth rpde in halt, 
Plalſidas fo2 to merte ; 
And iopfull Trayan Plaſidas, 
bis louing friend doth grete, 
Cui. 


Oden 
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Then Trayan with Plaſidas, 


vnto his court doth goe: 

With great frequent of people that, 
behind them did followe. 

hen he came there, ot al his bappes, 
he doth declare and tell: 

Ok all the woes and miſerics, 

that vnto hym befcll. 

How his wife was taken him fro, 

how childꝛen both were ſlapne: 

And how himſclfe nowe fyſtene peares, 
did liue in dolcfull payne. 

Ferom thence they goe to banketting, 
to reuels and to piap : 

In dauncing and in minſtrelſie, 
they ſpend that lucky dap. 

And Plaſidas is made J (ay, 
Licutenant of the bande : 

And all the oꝛdering of the warrcs, 

ts put into his hande. 

He then befoze him cailes the Knightes, 
and doth their number take: 

Intending bp an armie great, 

in halt ſoꝛthlwith to make, 


And 
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And doth commavnd that ſfrayght, 
eche to'vne to him ſhould ſende: 
Two luſty men with Plaſidas, 
vnto the warres to wende. 
It happened ſo that that ſame towne, 
two ſouldiers fo:th muſt make: 
Mhich from the Lion and the UWculfe, 
thoſe tender babes did take. 
At length the tawnes men do agree, 
that both theſe child:en ſhould: 
Coe with the knight with willing mindes 
and hcartcs, euen fo they would. 
The countrie men theſe ſculdiers twapne, 
did bung vnto the night: 
Their maners and their comelie ſhape, 
dis much his minde delight. 
A herefoꝛe with firff at table he, 
hath placed the ſame to be: 
Bycauſe in them ſuch nobleneſſe, 
of maners he did ſe. 
The day is come, to battaple thep, 
muſt wende cuen out of hand: 
And now they muſt the great aſſault, 


pf crueli focs wichd ande. 
Ce. it:, The 
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The battaples great on eyther part, 
the flames do reach the Skie: 
The roaring ſound of Canons ſhot, 
the fo:cc of walles doth trie. 
Zetec lanightes with launce in hand J ſap, 
do pcarce thzoughout the thong: 
Che ſouldier doth aſſap to lap, 

his cnimie all along. 

Che battayle ſtandes in doubt of truth, 
buhich ſide ſhall ot. er beate: 

Here martch they on amapne and there, 
they blowe agayne retreate. 
Here all along on ground they lie, 
aͤnd here from tourets hie: 

Che deadly ſhaft thꝛough millep cloudcs, 
aloft in Skies doe fie, 
And here in lleſh it lightcs full derpe, 
aud giues a deadlp wound: 
And in an other parte there ts, 
a thouſand b;zought to ground. 
Here fightcth Plaſidas full harde, 

in nndff of all the thong: | 
And here the childꝛen parent like, | 


enimies along. 
* p They 
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The ſcaling lathers downe to thzowe; 

they haue their iron ſtaues: 

They haue their hacchets foz to cut, 
in ſunder all tueir raues. 

Some ſtand with Ungs from far to ffrtke, 
the Romane armies great: 

Some ſtand with billes thoſe that aſſault, 
with furious fo:ce to beate: 

Che pike men they on walles doe ffande, 
their towne fo2 to defende: 

And ſome from tow:e with bow in hande, 

the grapgoſe wing do ſende, 

The labourers do mende the walles, 
with gonſhot all to ſhake : 

The cownes men all within the towne, 
do ſceke defcnce to make, 

And lluiſes al are opened, 

to ſtop the enimtes way: 

Lcaſt that to ſcale their walles by night, 
the enimie doe aſſap. 

The night is come, and it doth parte 
the armies fo2 that time: 

The watch man he aloft in towye, 
beginneth foz to clime. 


The 


of Plaſidas. 
Che warde at gate is kept all night, 
the ſouldiers ſtand in ray: 
That when the onſet ſhall be ginen, 
 reſiff their foes they map. 
Che night is gone, and bzeake of dap, 
beginneth to dꝛawe nie: 
By which the watch man in the toe, 
the armie map diſcrie. 
And fe from farre howe Plaſidas, 
doth oꝛder all his bande: 
How that he telleth them the way, 
their foes foz to withſtande. 
Be doth declare, as he can derme, 
what number that they be: 
And doth eſpte tf any troupe, 
of hoꝛſe men he map ſe, 
That doth ap:och vnto the towne, 
fo: to increaſe their feare: 
Plaſidas ſent hozſe men foꝛth, 
to range both here and there. 
Toe if that they enter would, 
* towne, and would deſcend ! 
In open ſielde by fozce of armes, 
their citie to delende. 
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But they within did kepe themiſc lues, 
in oꝛder fo2 to fight : 
Cben bd the day quite done awap, 
the lorhſome mpTes of nyght. 
And Plaſidas his comclp crapne, 
vnto the walles doth bzing : 
Che which the watch man well pertepued, 
and al arme out doth ring. 
To walles thep goe both tagge and ragge, 
their Citie to defende ; 
And euerp man his buſtneſle, 
doth duelp nowe intende. 
Che puting pikes and nert the walles, 
their enunies downe to fling : 
Che ſtellp bopes the heaup earth, 
on ſhoulders thither bzing. 
The ſunne from depth of Occean ſea, 
did ſcarce himſclfe areare : 
When as the Romane armie did, 
befo:e the towne appeare. 


And then the gonnes the wap doe make, 
chzough 


walles of fone and bzicke ; 
And eke the fl mes of fiers do, 


the tops of houſcs licke. 


Che 


ls filled to the ende: Tour, 
And moze and moze continnally, 

bpon the tralles aſcende, 
The cowne is wonne, and PlaGdz; 
in midt᷑ thereof is ſer '; 


And all their latour ts as nowe, 
the ſpople | 


and U was bronghe ela wo! "me, 
> to ground: 
Arrſting place fo2 all his bande, 


| —_ towne he found. 
oy s wife did d vell,and 
a oule fo: hoage there: 


whome hir ſonn darboz then, 
Not 
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Not knowing what ſhe was, indeede, 
thep there their reſtes doc take ; 
And fo2 their noble vicozles, 

great ioy thep oft do make. 
At laſt the yonger doth deſire, 
the elder foz to tell: 
His pong eſtate, and what to him, 
in childchode oft befell. 
Whoſe talke the ſillp mother oft, 
did liſten much to knowe : 
Some newes by warriers ſtoutly done, 
and afterwardes might ſhowe. 
The ſame vnto hir friendes that liſt, 
oft times of warres to talke: 
Thcrefoze full oft J ſap ſhe doth, 
befoze the chamber walke, 
At laſt the eldeſt ſapd, god friend, 
J doe remember well: 
Howe that my father rulde the Lnigh tes, 
of Rome that did excell. 
And eke a Lady faire J had, 
to mother mell J knowe : 
Two childꝛen cke they had full fapze, 
- well remember ſo, 
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Pp ponger bꝛother was full faire, 
ſurmounting in degree : 
All other men, ſo rich he was, 
with giftes of dame beautie. 
Long did they line in ſoy and bliſſe, 
within that lande J know ; 
But pet by night he toke a ſhippe, 
and from that lande did goe. 
Cinco a countrep not farre thence, 
the name J doe not knowe: 
The ſhippe is come vnto the poꝛte, 
and then to land we goe. 
Mp mother the behinde was left, 
but howe J can not ſap: 
But as J iudge, the Maſter he, 
my mother there did ffap. 
And then from thence we did depart, 
bnto a towne thereby: 
With heauy minde, vntill he came, 
vnto a great ferry, | 
And there he ſet me downe on ground, 
and oncr ſtrapght he boze : 
Dis ponger ſonne oucr the floud, 


vnto the other lhoze, 


And 
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And entring no v the floud agayn / 
me thither foꝛ to fetch: 
A cruei Moulſe my b;otter pong, 
bp in his mouth doth catch. 
And wendes his wap vnto the wod, 
mp bꝛother loud doth cry: 
My father 0:11 he ſrriued harde, 
agapne to me to hie. 
But out alas, a L ion huge. 
came from the wad amaine: 
And ſnaccht vp me, and to che wad 
he did returne 2gayne, 
But when the Lion great and tall, 
the heard men they doe ſer ; 
Chcir dogs they ſet vpon the beaff, 
and ſo they ſaued me. 
' The ponger ſavd, mp bꝛother deare, 
tuen as I heard it tolde ; 
Che plowmen toke me from a Woulſe, 
bbhich had me in his holde. 
By that thou ſapdlk, coniedure J, 
hp bzocher that J am: 
Loe happy day they both doe lay, 
that bnto warrcs we came. 
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| of Plaſidas: 


The top that they doe make fb2foth, 
no tong can it expꝛeſſe: I 
No heart can thinke, no eye Hath ſ#ne, | 
ſuch bleſſed ioyſulneur. 
The mather then hath heard their talke, 
and ponder it well doth ſhe: 
And doth reuolue within hir minde, 
if that hir babes they be. 
Then vnto Plaſidas ſhe goeth, 
and doth deſire him ſone: 
© bat he world let hir goe with him, 
fo: ſhe was bozne at Rome, 
And as to him theſe woꝛdes the ſpake, 
in ſounding the oft fell: 
And cried at length, O Plaſidas, 
J knowe thee ny Euro 
3 am thy wife poꝛe ee 
which taken was ther fro: 
In midſt offlondes, when thou from chip, 
vnto the land didit goe, 
Tte mighty Cod of heauen and earth, 
.| . foz thee hath kept me cleane: 
The Þalker he fo? his deſette, 
| bp darte of death is llapnt. 
> D.. Then 
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Then Plaſidas doth well perreyue, 
pavers ro tron 
heart, 

in armes be doth hir take, 

What top was there J can not tell, 

my fingers wearp be: 

re e elne that, 
in woꝛld did neuer ſee. 

The wife the huſband doth embzace, 
the man the wife likewiſe : 

The ioy to ſhewe, the tcares doe guthe, 
like ffreamcs from out the ir eyes. 

And in their (op, the wife demaundes, 
where that hir childꝛen be: 

Chen he did ſap, my louing wife, 
their deaths mp ſelfe did ſee. 

Co cruel beaſtes with foming monthes, 
our childzen both hath lapne: - 

Then lapd his wife be of god chare, 
aliue they both remaine. 

Fo2 loe, the God which vnto vs, 
this ioyfull meting gaue: 

By his god grace and power diuine, 
did both out childzen ſaue. 


Then 


CET, 
men, 

n 

The childꝛen both vnto hun come, 
and eche ol them doth tell: 

Dis inlantie, by which be knaweth, 

they be hys ſonnes full well, 

He then doch kiſſe and eke embzace, 
thoſe tender babes of his: 

The armie then fo; newes hereof, 
in heart right iopfull is. 

They ſpende thole dayes in toy and bliffe, 

and after do intende: 

To Romane lande friumphantly, 
his hoſte and he to wende. 

But whileſt in wa rres he did abyde, 
god Trayan was deade : 

And Adrian in the Empire, 
ſucceeded in his ſteade. 

Tho in all miſchieues did abounde, 
as ffo:tes vs doe tell: 

Fo2 perlecuting of the truth, 
3 
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daben Plaſidas to Rome was come, 

and did a time ſotourne : 

Chen Adrian did him cammaund, 

his Idols to adourne. 

Fo2 that the Ramanes did polſefle, 
ſo great a bigozie : 

But Plaſidas would not ſa doc, 
he plapnelp did deny, 

That they were Cods, and buito him, 
they nought at all could gine: 

De ſayd bp Clhyift, in Chꝛuſt it was, 
that he in wozld did ltue, 

Then Adrian commaunded that, 
deuoured they ſhould be: 

Ofa Lion in Church, whereas 
his Goddes the fade might ſee. 

And ſo it was as he commaunde, 
perfourmed eke and done: 

The Lion he mad iopfully, 

vnto their fete doth come. 

And there doth lic much like a 
cum caude that doth play: 

And from their ferte na man ywis, 


dogge. 
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of Plaſidas. 


But there he lies and mery makes, 
he doth no hhurt at all: 
Chen Adrian doth ſtrapght commaunde, 
his men them fozth to 
And doth commaund that thep be pyt, 
in Dre of bzalle to die: 
But nought they care, in Jefas Chziff 
they had their truff wholly, 
The Ore with flame is thozow hote, 
and they are put therein : 
And topfully in Chꝛiſt they all, 
to ſing do then 
their file was at an ende: 
That we may ſo indure god Lode, 
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